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To find and care for the abandoned 
poor and be family with those who 

have none...because family matters. 

Bethesda Project Honors Young Bethesda Project Honors Young 
Volunteers at Bethesda Medal Volunteers at Bethesda Medal 
CeremonyCeremony    
  
On Tuesday evening, March 28, at Old First Reformed Church 
in Philadelphia, more than 200 people applauded as Bethesda 
Project honored students from seven area schools who perform 
volunteer tasks throughout the year across Bethesda Project’s 
network of shelters and residences.   Representatives from each 
school received a plaque embossed with the Bethesda Medal 
and a message that honored them for their generous volunteer 
activities on behalf of Bethesda’s shelter guests and residents. 
 
Tony Medwid, Director of Community Life, praised the young 
recipients of the plaques, thanking them for sharing their vitality 
and enthusiasm.  He reminded the standing-room-only audience 
that Bethesda began with everyday folks volunteering to ease 
the burden of homelessness for 14 “bag ladies.”  Now, he said, 
“over 1,000 volunteers a year blend their energies with ours to 
make our  houses into homes.  Of those, 700 are our ‘young-
uns:’ college, high school and grade school students.”  Finally, 
Tony told of a Bethesda friend who had grown up without a 
family and spent many of his homeless days wondering what it 
would be like to have  one.  “Today,” Tony concluded, “my 
friend knows who his family is.  He has only to look around this 
room to realize that his family is much larger than he could ever 
have imagined.” 
 
Honors went to Abington (PA) Friends School, Bishop Eustace 
Preparatory School (Pennsauken, NJ), Waldron Mercy  

Homelessness on the Rise:  A Homelessness on the Rise:  A 
Challenge for Bethesda Project Challenge for Bethesda Project   

 
Bethesda Project staff and leadership have watched with alarm 
as homelessness has increased in Philadelphia in recent months.   
Local trends appear to be mirroring worrisome national trends.   
According to a January 16, 2006 report by U.S. Conference of 
Mayors, homelessness is still a major problem across the US, 
and Philadelphia has its share.  For instance, 
 

® Philadelphia has experienced a 6% rise in the number 
of homeless persons in the last year. 

® More than 23% of Philadelphians live in poverty – 
twice the national average. 

® There are still close to 3000 homeless men, women and 
children in Philadelphia. 

® A half-year into the Mayor’s “Plan to End Homeless-
ness,” resources are hard to find and shelters are oper-
ating at capacity. 

 
Opinions vary about the reasons for the increase in homeless-
ness.   The rising cost of living, falling wages, the lack of af-
fordable housing, increases in the costs of food, utilities and 
transportation, the lack of accessible and affordable health care 
– alone or together, any one of these factors can push a person 
or a family into homelessness. 
 
Whatever the cause, this shift places growing demands on ser-
vice providers – and with those demands come budget chal-
lenges.  “It costs a lot to do what we do at Bethesda Project,” 
says Executive Director Angelo Sgro.   “And it’s not just the 
bricks and mortar, it’s also the essential case management and 
community life programs we have in place.   All of these are the 
lifeblood of Bethesda Project.  We are very good at finding 
every available dollar from government, foundations, corpora-
tions and our amazing individual donors, and we put 89% of 
every one of those dollars into direct service.  It’s quite an ac-
complishment for an organization like this one to spend only 
11% on administration and overhead.   But it’s getting harder, 
and we couldn’t do it without our supporters.” 
 
Sgro says that the concerns about the homelessness picture in 
Philadelphia will be an important topic in coming months 
throughout Bethesda Project.  

Tony Medwid presents plaque to young  
volunteers from Bishop Eustace Prep. 

What’s Inside?  
Bethesda Project’s NEW Donor Recognition Society to 
launch this summer! See page 3 for this exciting story. (Continued on page 2) 




