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To find and care for the abandoned 
poor and be family with those who 

have none...because family matters. 

Bethesda 

Project Hits 

a ñGrand 

Slamò at 

10
th
 Annual 

Fundraiser 
 

With more than 60 

sponsors on board and 

over 325 guests in 

attendance, the 2007 Auction & Party raised more than $151,000 for 

the general operating fund and was our biggest fundraiser ever. 
 

The Philadelphia Phillies organization was again our major sponsor, 

with Independence Blue Cross, P. Agnes, Inc., Granary Associates 

and Keystone Mercy Health Plan also on board as leading sponsors.  

A list of all sponsors appears on page 5. 
 

Tuesday, May 1 was a perfect night at Citizens Bank Park, where 

Honorary Chairman James W. Eastwood, Chairman of Granary 

Associates, and Auction Chairman James J. Mulvihill, CEO of Wills 

Eye Health System, greeted guests and received Bethesda Medals in 

honor of their work for the homeless.   
 

ñWe have our sponsors to thank for their extraordinary support for 

this yearôs fundraiser,ò says Angelo Sgro, Executive Director, ñand 

the people who came and bid so generously at the auction tables.  

We couldnôt be more grateful to all of them.ò  With homelessness 

still a big problem and our shelters and residences filled to capacity, 

he says, ñproceeds from the event will allow us to continue to 

provide our top-notch services.ò 
 

Before the live auction started, David Montgomery, President and 

CEO of The Phillies, accepted a plaque from Angelo Sgro and 

Board Chair Glenn Bronson in appreciation of the Philliesô many 

years of support for 

Bethesda Project. The 

Phanatic made an 

appearance and, with 

auctioneer Josh Katz, 

with whom the big 

green guy shares a 

birthday, blew out the 

candles on a cake.   

The fabulous high 

school Jazz Ensemble 

from Philadelphia 

School Districtôs  
 

(Continued on page #) 

Bethesda Project Says ñSo Longò 

to Two Special Friends 
 

In mid-summer, we will bid a fond farewell to Charles ñSkipò 

Glover and Nora Spriggs, who have been with us on special 

full -time assignments for the past year.  We invited them to 

reflect on their experiences. 
 

Together in Hardship and Hope 

by Nora Spriggs  
 

I came to Bethesda Project on July 31, 2006 as a member of the 

inaugural class of Philly Fellows, a program that keeps graduates of 

local colleges here to bolster the areaôs non-profit sector. On August 

11, as the new Community Life Assistant, I was helping Tony 

Medwid run the annual picnic. Talk about hitting the ground 

running!  
 

ñCommunityò at Bethesda Project has a wide and welcoming 

definition, and so does the work of the Community Life Department.  

The joys ï and challenges ï of my job this past year all came out of 

my relationships with a wide spectrum of people. I became a conduit 

between our community and the wider world, recruiting volunteers, 

visiting schools, and of course, talking anyoneôs ear off who took 

the risk of asking me, ñSo, what do you do?ò  
 

Now at the end of my year, I realize that much of what Iôve learned 

here has seeped into my behavior and my outlook on the world. I 

can no longer ignore the impact that my life has on others ï or that 

other peopleôs misery affects me. The world is not a fair place. But 

coupled with the glaring inequalities that we face daily is an 

overwhelming sense of hope: there are people who face challenges 

every day but still care about each other, share a kind word, give 

helpful advice. We can change the world by telling a joke, cooking a 

meal, or listening to someoneôs story.    
 

The relationships I have built here will stay with me for many years 

to come, and I look forward to nurturing and honoring these 

connections as a volunteer and a friend. Thanks to everyone at 

Bethesda for making this a home for me, too.  
 

Ruined for Life  

by Charles ñSkipò Glover 
 

In this year of volunteer service with Mercy Volunteer Corps, 

Philadelphia has become part of me.  But, much more than that, 

Bethesda Project has ruined me for life.  It has ruined my impatience 

about homelessness. It has ruined my intolerance for the addicted. It 

has ruined my ignorance about mental illness. I am not the same 

person today that I was when I arrived at Bethesda Project. 
 

Matthew says, ñFor I was hungry and you gave me food; I was 

thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me  

Left to right: James Eastwood, David Mont-

gomery, James Mulvihill and Angelo Sgro. 

(Continued on page 6 ) 
Guests enjoying the 2007 Auction & Party 

festivities. 

Your bequest or other planned gift to Bethesda Project will provide essential and lasting support. Consult your financial advisor. 
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Bethesda Project News, continued 

Greetings from the Executive Director 
 

PURE INTENTIONS 
In  a new book, Krista Tippett, the creator and host of NPRôs Speaking of Faith, summarizes Thomas Mertonôs notion of pure intentions. 

ñPure intentions,ò says Tippett, ñwould sanctify what Americans might regard as thankless tasks, limited life-giving work of care as op-

posed to grand ambitious projects. It is an acknowledgment that sometimes in this world the best you can do is plant the seed, attend pa-

tiently and reverently to a reality you cannot change quickly or even in your lifetime, be present to suffering you cannot banish. To sum-

mon the kingdom of heaven as Jesus described it is not to call down perfection on an imperfect world, but to bring recurring, overriding 

virtues of the Gospel ï love, mercy, and redemption ï to moments that will probably not make headlines.ò My son Jonathan worked the 

overnight shift at a large homeless shelter in Cambridge, MA while earning his BA at Boston College. Iôd like to share with you his take 

on pure intentions. 
 
 

Reneôs Song 
 

Every hour she walks through the dark dormitory, 

Guided only by the flickering bulb of a dying flashlight, 

To make sure those sleeping are still alive. 
 

She pauses at the beds of over one hundred men and women, 

Sick and tired of life outside,  

to see if they are breathing. 
 

The air is foul, 

Filled with the rotten stench of socks worn for weeks, 

The alcoholic vapor that escapes between struggled breaths, 

vomit and flatulence. 
 

The cacophony of coughs and groans is easy to ignore, 

but the tortuous talk of tormented sleep 

resounds in her dreams, 

and invades the comfort of her warm bed. 
 

The suffering whispered and screamed 

during the night is scary, 

yet sublime. 
 

An elderly man, asleep on his back, 

arms outstretched to the sides, 

like a crucifix, 

writhing with a pain more painful than the physical kind, 

utters the tragic truth of the world. 
 

Soon one notices on the graveyard shift, 

the stark and momentary silence that precedes the dawn, 

like the rarified silence that precedes a seizure: 

the pause before the groan and the violence. 
 

Walking through the dormitory, 

she realizes her job is like that of prison guard, 

with one major difference: 

here there is no good or evil, 

no innocence or guilt. 

The goal is simply to preserve life, 

without questioning, 

without accusation, 

without judgment. 

The only testimony required 

here is the sound of oneôs breath breathing. 
 

In these beds sleep men and women, 

victims and perpetrators of unspeakable terror: 

assault, theft, rape and murder. 
 

Some call them the wretched of the earth: 

ñbums, drunks, junkies, 

cheaters, liars, thieves, and murderers.ò 
 

But when the flickering of her flashlight 

passes over another chest 

in a seemingly endless row, 

she doesnôt think about the labels 

and words we use to identify each other. 
 

She doesnôt think about whether 

this human being is a ñmurdererò or a ñsex offender;ò 

she only cares about the breathing. 
 

She listens for the breath, 

Looks for the labored rising of life, 

and moves on to the next bed. 
 

This poem is not about a woman in a dormitory, 

but about you and I, 

each and all, 

strangers on the street when the sun goes down, 

barely distinguishable 

in the shadows behind the dumpsteré 

 

    Jonathan Sgro  

Girard Academic Music Program performed during dinner and the silent auction. 
 

Guests enjoyed a buffet dinner in The Diamond Club while bidding on works of art, gift certificates for fine dining, hotel stays,  concerts, 

home improvement services and the always-popular sports memorabilia. The live auction featured a trip for two to London, LASIK eye 

surgery, vacation getaways, a private dinner and a Phillies game with David Montgomery, and a 20-person outing with food and beverage to 

one of the famous Phillies fireworks games.  

Bethesda Project Hits a ñGrand Slamò 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Honoring the Bethesda Family 

The 2007 Donor Recognition Society 
 

Private philanthropy has been vital to our work from the start, and today this 

support matters more than ever. We are grateful for every contribution and, 

through the Donor Recognition Society, established in 2006, we extend our 

special gratitude to individuals who made significant annual gifts in the past 

fiscal year (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007). 
 

The Spruce Society ($10,000 and above) 
Anonymous (2)   Mr. and Mrs. James R. Koller 

Anonymous Charitable Lead Trust Paul & Tina Mascieri 

Mr. Richard L. Canel, Jr. and  Mrs. J. Maxwell Moran 

   Dr. Linda S. Altman, M.D.  Mr. James M. Paulits (through  

Mr. Kent E. David      The Paulits Foundation) 

Doran Family Foundation  Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Smith 
 

The Sanctuary Society ($5,000 - $9,999) 
Anonymous   Mr. and Mrs. William P. O'Neill, Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Caruolo  Tattooed Mom 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Nourie 
 

The Safe Haven Society ($2,500 - $4,999) 
Hon. and Mrs. Glenn Bronson  Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. O'Rourke 

Ms. Julie Daye   John Ryan and Mary Gregg 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Decker Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Shields 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Denny  Hon. and Mrs. David R. Strawbridge 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Kirwin Mr. and Mrs. John R. Taylor 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Ledger  Mr. and Mrs. John Toland 

Ms. Marie L. Martino  Mr. and Mrs. David A. VanOcker 
 

The Hope Society ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey P. Beale  Mr. Morgan C. Hughes 

Mr. A. R. Bellace   Ms. Jean E. Hunt 

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A. Bilsky Mr. and Mrs. George Kunberger 

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Broussard Mr. Howard Langer and Ms. Barbara Jaffe 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Chambers Mr. Anthony Latini and Ms. Eileen O'Dea 

Mr. Frank Consalo   Mr. and Mrs. Gerard J. Leimkuhler 

Mr. and Mrs. J. William Cotter Mr. and Mrs. John R. Lewis 

Ms. Emily F. Cox   Mr. Robert E. Morris 

Rev. Jerome R. Daly  Mr. and Mrs. John Morris 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dymowski Ms. Julie Morrison 

Mr. Aaron C. F. Finkbiner III  Mr. and Mrs. John Neff 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Frack  Mr. and Mrs. James R. Nolan 

Dr. Surya S. Ghosh and   Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. O'Donnell              

   Dr. Maureen O'Leary  Mr. Brian G. O'Neill  Ms. Laura M. Reape            Ms. Kathryn Steinbugler 

Mr. Joshua S. Goldwert and   Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Pasquarella Ms. Emily C. Riley             Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Udicious 

   Ms. Jennifer E. Schwartz  Mr. and Mrs. Amedeo G. Piccioni Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Rosengarten         Mr. Peter J. Vogt 

Mr. George H. Griswold, Jr.  Mr. John Pinette   Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Rossi            Mr. and Mrs. Dennis F. Willson 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter O. Hausmann Ms. M. Ellen Quinn and   Mr. and Mrs. James Solderitsch          

Ms. Ingrid Hughes      Mr. Andrew S. Youman  Ms. Jeanne Stagloff 
 

The Family Circle ($500 - $999) 
Anonymous (2)   Mr. Edward J. Fleming  Mr. and Mrs. James W. Lockard      Mr. and Mrs. Herbert S. Riband 

Anonymous ("The Christmas Angel") Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Gallagher Mr. and Mrs. John E. Lusska          Mr. and Mrs. John Rollins  
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Altiere III  Ms. Katherine B. Hatting   Mr. and Mrs. Steve Martin          Mr. and Mrs. Francis G. Ronayne  

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bailey  Mr. Jason Heckathorn and   Ms. Katherine L. Martinelli          Mr. F. M. Shannahan  

Mr. and Mrs. Barry J. Bentley     Ms. Connie M. Steel   Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. McCafferty   Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Slota  

Mr. Robert W. Bernard, Jr.  Mr. and Mrs. A. Carl Helwig   Mr. and Mrs. David P. Montgomery  Mr. Bernard W. Smalley  

Deacon and Mrs. Frank M. Bizal Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Horvath Mr. William C. Montgomery, Jr.      Mr. Daniel J. Thomas  

Mr. and Mrs. Michael V. Cipollone Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Huver  Mr. and Mrs. E. Charles Morrill      Mr. and Mrs. James R. Valenteen  

Mr. Philip Cook   Mrs. CharAn Ireland   Mr. and Mrs. James A. Mulhern      Ms. Carol E. Veach  

Mrs. Carol A. Coyne  Mr. and Mrs. Alfred J. Johnston, Jr.  Ms. Marge O'Connor          Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Wilton  

Mr. and Mrs. Dominic R. Cundari Ms. Deborah Khan    Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Palopoli       Mr. Andrew D. Wolfington  
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Cushmore Arthur M. Larrabee and Nancy van Arkel  Mr. and Mrs. John A. Paro          Mr. and Mrs. Brian C. Zwaan  

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. David Mrs. Robert LeBoutillier   Ms. Helen C. Pietryk  
Mr. Joseph M. Donnelly  Miss Rebecca Leimkuhler   Mr. and Mrs. John D. Plowright  
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Flannery Lipstein Family Foundation   Mr. Charles J. Reimer  

Memorial and Honor Gifts  
We are grateful for the special gifts made in the last quarter to  

honor and remember special people and milestones.  
  

MEMORIAL GIFTS  

Sue Bomzer Alterman for MaryAnne Mount's mother 

Terry Beale for Mary Stroud 

Frank X. Boppell for William C. McGinley, Jr. 

Elizabeth Courtney for John Courtneyôs birthday and Fatherôs 

Day 

Tony & Linda DiTommaso for Barbara Kotite 

Frank & Sue Gallagher for Maya Brennan Skokowski 

Elizabeth Gavula for Teresa Quinn, Pasqua DiSanto and Jack 

Gallagher 

Elizabeth Gavula & Patricia Somers for Amelia Pridmore 

Bunny Implazo for William McGinley 

Rosemary Kerwin for Kathleen McLaughlin and Dennis 

Harahan 

Rose M. Knebels for Marianne Conroy Grandowicz 

Patricia Koch for Marilyn Dickens 

Kirsten McCallion for Charlotte Rogers 

Peggy McCann for John J. Sontag 

Jo Ann Moosbrugger for Jean Brant 

Connie & Dick Nolan for Josephine Versoggi 

Richard Nolan for Robert DeFinis 

Eleanore O'Brien for Pete Cerquitella 

Maryclaire O'Dea for Louise Malbandian and Mary Stroud 

Angelo & Loretta Tabasco for Joseph P. Nicola 

Ralph & Elizabeth von dem Hagen for Mary Catherine Young 

Rich & Tracie Williams for Rosa Ammatoro 
 

HONORARY GIFTS  

Ron & Pat Bowman for Vivian Parcellini 

Rosanne Burns and Rose Terico for Linda Christopher, Lauren 

Christopher, Mary Martorana and Peter N. Centoôs high 

school graduation 

Maryanne Conheim for Fr. Norbert of St. Colman's Parish 

Jeanne & John Currie for Marge & Dan Walsh 

Anthony & Cheryl DiMatteo for Clark Mundy 

Lauretta Reagan for Mary Reagan's Birthday 

Mark & Bernice Schwartz for Honorable Glenn Bronson 

Dennis F. Willson for Laura A. Willson 
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Whatôs Happening at Bethesda Project? 

Misty Sparks, who served as Coordinator 

of 315 South Café, presents the Bethesda 

Medal to a café guest at the drop-in 

centerôs closing ceremony. Volunteers 

served a banquet dinner to mark the end of 

the caf®ôs highly-successful inaugural 

season, which ran from January 1 through 

April 30. Misty is now back at Bethesda 

North Broad, where she has been named  

Program Coordinator following two years 

as Case Manager.  

STAFF-BUILDING & BONDING AT 

2007 RETREAT IN SEA ISLE CITY  
 

Forty-five Bethesda Project staff attended  

this yearôs staff retreat, divided into two 

three-day sessions held at Trocaire, the 

Sisters of Mercyôs enclave at the beach. 

Extensive and thoughtful planning by Tony 

Medwid and Nora Spriggs, our Community 

Life staff, resulted in lively conversations 

about staff roles, development and 

satisfaction and also gave attendees time and 

place to renew their energy and refresh their 

commitment to the work of caring for the 

homeless. Executive Director Angelo Sgro 

presented his annual ñState of Bethesda 

Projectò address, Development Director and 

singer Beth Palubinsky performed a concert 

and staff divided into teams for a hot game of 

ñWin, Lose or Draw!ò Scrumptious meals 

were prepared and served by staff teams 

under the direction of Chefs Linda Green 

and Kevin Jackson. 

Hello and Goodbye to Bethesda Staff! 
 

After three years at the helm of Our 

Brothersô Place, Rev. William Taylor 

leaves us for new challenges in Texas. We 

welcome new staff this quarter including: 
  

Wesley Garrett, Site Administrator, OBP 

Theresa Goshá, Housekeeping Assistant 

Nakia Heard, Ready to Work Admin. Assôt 

Simone Lehner, Case Manager, N. Broad 

Regina Mason, Kitchen Aide, OBP 

Rodney Wyatt, Day Program Assôt, OBP 

On June 7 staff and residents from My 

Brotherôs House kicked off the summer 

season at FDR Park in South 

Philadelphia. They enjoyed a barbeque 

lunch and played volleyball and 

badminton. Some of them even did a 

little fishing. Here, the MBH men take a 

break on the edge of Meadow Lake and 

clown for the camera. 

The history buffs of Bethesda 

Bainbridge went to Brandywine 

Battlefield Park in Chadds Ford  to 

learn about the Revolutionary War 

battle that took place there. They 

enjoyed the fresh air and each otherôs 

company!  On the way home, they 

enjoyed a tour of the Main Line with 

Rev .  Jo h n  Mo s ley ,  P rog ra m 

Coordinator at Bainbridge, acting as 

tour guide.  

This summer, My Brotherôs House 

welcomes two new summer medical 

interns from Thomas Jefferson 

University Medical School. Pictured 

here, Kristin Doyle checks the blood 

pressure of shelter guest John while 

Mike Mulock looks on.  The med students  

will plan activities and present weekly 

classes on timely health topics, create 

exercise and nutrition plans and help 

men make medical appointments. 


